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and without the means of livelihood. His first necessity was
of course to discover another protector, but this was far
from easy. He applied first to Yunus Pasha the General of
the Janissaries, l to whom he presented a beautiful qasida
which was at once an elegy on his late master and a prayer
for the Agha's protection. Disappointed in that quarter, he
turned next to the Nishanji Pasha or Lord Chancellor, Jacfer
Chelebi,2 himself a distinguished poet, to whom he offered
what is probably the finest qasida he ever wrote. Little more
success attended this effort, though possibly the revenues of
a small fief in Bosnia, which we are told were made over to
the poet, may have been the result of this appeal to his
fellow-craftsman. In any case the dole was insufficient; and
poems presented to Prince (afterwards Sultan) Selim, then
busy fighting with his brother Ahmed, were no more fruitful,
being overlooked in the preoccupations and excitements of
the campaign. And so Mesfhf died in neglect and poverty
when the sun was setting on Friday the i6tk of the First
Jemazf 918 (30^ July 1512), little more than a year after the
master by whose kindness he had so foolishly failed to profit.
Mesfhf, though a reckless debauchee, seems to have been

Persian sheykhs had enormous influence in Tekke, and when the Persian Shah
Ismacil, the descendant of the holy Sheykh Safi-ud-Din began, at the dawn of
the sixteenth century, to conceive the project of a great heterodox state, he
was energetically supported by the Tekke sectaries. These heretics at once threw
in their lot with the Persian Shfi adventurer, and icvolted against their orthodox
master in Constantinople. Under their leader, who called himself Shah-Quli
or cthe Shah's (i. e. Ismail's) Slave', but whom the orthodox dubbed Sheytdn-Quli
or Hhe Devil's Slave', they succeeded in defeating the Imperial troops, so that
it became neces&aiy for the vezir himself to lead an army against them. In
the furious battle that ensued both cAli Pasha and the Devil's Slave were killed.
cAli Pasha is the first Grand Vezir of Turkey who was killed in battle.

1  This Yunus Pasha, then General of the Janissaries, the corps d^elite founded
by  Sultan Oikhan (see vol. r, p.  179, n. i), was in 923 (1517) made Giand
Vezir by Sultan Selim, who a few months afteiwaids cut off his head.

2  An  account of Jacfer  Chelebi's life and woik will be given in the next
chapter.